The structure of the title compound, C 19 H 28 O 2 , has been redermined at 295 (2) K, with much improved precision. The structure and molecular packing of the title compound was first reported by Coiro et al. [Acta Cryst. (1973) . B29, 1404-1409] by means of potential-energy calculations. The cell parameters in this study differ considerably in space group C2. It is a derivative of testosterone and consists of a cyclopentanone ring (A) fused to to successive cyclohexane (B and C) and cyclohexanone (D) rings. The three cyclohexanone rings are in slightly distorted boat configurations and the cyclopentanone ring is a distorted half-chair. The crystal packing is stabilized by weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions involving O atoms from each of the cyclohexanone and cyclopentanone rings and H atoms from each of their respective rings.
Related literature
For biotransformation studies, see: Fiorentino et al. (1991) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 4,5,6,7,8,9,11,12,14,15,16-tridecahydrocyclopenta[a] phenanthrane-3,17-dione or dodecahydro-10,13-dimethyl-2H- et al., 1965) . How ever in the present investigations, the cell parameters are a = 12.7786 (6); b = 6.7850 (4); c = 19.6242 (10) Å and β = 106.444 (5)° with an R-factor of 3.86% at 295 K. The crystal structure of 5β-androstane-3,17-dione is already reported (Norton et al., 1962; Anthony et al., 1998) . The biotransformation of 5α-androstane-3,17-dione by microalgal cultures is reported (Fiorentino et al., 1991) . We have recently reported the crystal structure of 3-oxo-4-aza-5-alpha-androstone-17b-tert -butyl carboxamide (Jasinski et al., 2009) . In view of the importance of steroids and taking into account the importance of the title compound, this paper reports the redetermination of its crystal structure with an improved precision. The cyclopentanone ring is a distorted half-chair, phi(2) = 22.5 (3)°. For an ideal half-chair, phi(2) = k x 36 + 18. The crystal packing is stabilized by weak intermolecular C-H···O interactions between a hydrogen atom from the cyclohexanone ring (H5A) with an oxygen atom from a nearby cyclohexanone ring (O1) and between a hydrogen atom from the cyclopentanone ring (H16A) with an oxygen atom from a nearby cyclopentanone ring (O2), respectively (Fig. 2 , Table 1 ).
Experimental
The title compound was obtained as a gift sample from R. L. Fine Chem., Bangalore, India. The compound was used without further purification. X-ray quality crystals were obtained from slow evaporation of acetone solution (m.p.: 373-375 K).
Refinement
All of the H atoms were placed in their calculated positions and then refined using the riding model with C-H = 0.96-0.98 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.18-1.50U eq (C).
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Special details
Experimental. In the absence of anolmalous scattering effects Friedel opposites were merged. 
